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■ Store your feed in a cool, dry and well-ventilated
place.  If there is a window in the feed room, you might
consider putting in a window air conditioner just for the
s u m mer mo nt hs. If the feed room does not have a window
but has a door that shu ts tight l y, cons i der running a de hu-
midifier to re move mo i s t u re from the air. Us i ng a closed bin
for the feed is fine if it is in a cool plac e.

■ Do not buy any mo re feed than you can use in 10-1 4
d a ys. Avoid taking ad va nt age of summer specials that give
a free bag if you buy a certain quantity (i.e. buy 10 bags
a nd get one free); they are not a bargain if you lose two or
mo re bags to spoilage. Protect feed from direct sunlight .

■ A l low i ng air to circulate aro u nd the bags keeps the m
f rom build i ng up internal heat.  Never set bags directly on
t he flo o r, especially if it is conc rete as the bag will wick the
moisture right up and spoil the feed. Pallets are ideal

b e c a use they set the bags high enough off the floor to le t
air circulate unde r neath them. If possible, set the bags up
on end and apart to allow the air to circulate around the
e nt i re bag. In areas with high leve ls of heat and hu m i d i t y,
s uch as the southern United States, bags sho u ld be stac ke d
no mo re than four high, and the re sho u ld be space for air
c i rculation between the stac ks. 

■ Allow any heat within the bags to be released by
“jouncing” or shaking the bags, which will also reduce
c l u m p i ng of the feed.  Re move any shrink-wrap from bags
b e c a use it will restrict the bags from bre a t h i ng.  Similarly,
avoid storing feed in plastic trash cans because they too
will limit air move me nt. Galvanized steel cans have a ten-
de ncy to sweat on the ins i de if they ho ld a high mo i s t u re
feed. If containers are used, be sure to clean out the
remains of old feed before adding any new feed to a con-
t a i ne r.  Avoid sto r i ng feed in bulk bins in the summe r.

■ Pelleted feeds keep
longer than sweet feeds, in
general. The molasses in
s weet feeds may spoil, while
pelleted feeds are likely to
mo ld. High fat feeds also will
go ra ncid fairly rapidly in the
heat and must be used
quickly.  Many feed mills
i nc rease the amo u nt of mo ld
inhibitor used during the
s u m mer mo nt hs.

■ Ho rses have a very sen-
sitive sense of smell. If you
can smell that a feed is
going bad, you can be sure
that your horse can, too. It
is a good idea to check any
feed befo re feeding it.

■ If your ho rse has eaten
s p o i led feed, some signs to
look for are loss of appetite,
d i a r r hea, and most impor-
t a nt l y, colic.  

Tips for Storing Feed in Hot We a t h e r
By DR. KATHLEEN CRANDELL, Kentucky Equine Research, Inc.

e i ng pre p a red for disasters that could affect your ho rses re q u i res ke e p i ng an ex t ra amo u nt of feed re ady to take with
you in an eme rge ncy. In hot and muggy we a t her it is important to take special care of this re s e r ve. Re member to ro t a t e
your eme rge ncy sto re with your regular feed so that you alwa ys have fresh food ava i l a b le for your ho rs e.
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